Lumbosacral transitional vertebrae (LSTVs) are a common congenital anomaly of the spine. In the present case, we observed LSTVs in the excessive (sixth lumbar) vertebra. In forensic practice, this anomaly may be useful for personal identification of skeletal remains.
Introduction
Personal identification is an essential subject in forensic medicine [1, 2] . Morphological characteristics such as healed fractures, bone disease, congenital defects and prosthesis provide useful information for personal identification in case of skeletal remains 1-6 . Here we describe lumbosacral transitional vertebrae (LSTVs), a congenital anomaly in the part of spine 7 , in relation to forensic skeletal remains.
Case History:
Almost completely skeletonized human remains were found in a house, where an aged person had lived alone. Anthropological findings led us to determine that the deceased was a male between 60 to 80 years of age. The stature of the victim, calculated from the length of the femoral bones, was approximately 160-165cm, and the postmortem interval was estimated at approximately 2-4 years. No dental work, healed fractures, surgical intervention or recent injuries were recognized. The skeleton had extra lumbar vertebrae and sacralization of a sixth lumbar vertebra (Type IIB) was observed in the spine as a characteristic finding (Figure 1 ). and low back pain remains controversial 14 , it has been reported that the incident of LSTVs in patient with low back pain is higher than that of the general population 9 . The person who has low back pain seems to seek medical examination, and they may have a higher opportunity to take X-ray films of the spinal region 15 .
Comparisons of radiological morphological features between antemortem and postmortem X-ray films have been performed for personal identification in case of skeletal remains [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] . The morphological characteristic findings of spinal region may also provide useful information, if antemortem lumbosacral X-ray films was available in the present case.
